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https://www.app.college.police.uk/detention-and-custody-index/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice
https://fflm.ac.uk/resources/publications/intimate-searches-in-police-custody-flow-chart/
https://fflm.ac.uk/resources/publications/intimate-searches-in-police-custody-flow-chart/
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/national-decision-model/the-national-decision-model/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcem.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FManagement_of_Suspected_Internal_Drug_Trafficker_December_2020.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CScott.Nuttall%40merseyside.police.uk%7C8958636df33c46e1420108ddace6a1fd%7Cf3955ea24c5d4e27ab8df6f577fa122d%7C0%7C0%7C638856828787896391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LI5JMkHRsSEW6%2BdhiPKV1f8RcJNsIh4BWHLoi4zc%2F5o%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcem.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FManagement_of_Suspected_Internal_Drug_Trafficker_December_2020.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CScott.Nuttall%40merseyside.police.uk%7C8958636df33c46e1420108ddace6a1fd%7Cf3955ea24c5d4e27ab8df6f577fa122d%7C0%7C0%7C638856828787896391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LI5JMkHRsSEW6%2BdhiPKV1f8RcJNsIh4BWHLoi4zc%2F5o%3D&reserved=0
https://merseysidepoliceuk.sharepoint.com/sites/iForcev2/SitePages/Policies.aspx#d
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/charging-directors-guidance-sixth-edition-december-2020
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/charging-directors-guidance-sixth-edition-december-2020
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjsnuzivdqNAxVUT0EAHafEEH0QFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fid%2Fukpga%2F1984%2F60&usg=AOvVaw1NV89Z66ZPMvohcTFukDXM&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwivhOLqvdqNAxVrdUEAHVftK-cQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fid%2Fukpga%2F1988%2F33&usg=AOvVaw226VYDNvuqOggrcTzKEkx5&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjb68vyvdqNAxWkYEEAHTrUA-AQFnoECEcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fukpga%2F1998%2F42%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw1e5pKwsX2UgNYm4kE-Im1z&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjT__T-vdqNAxXwWkEAHekqEQQQFnoECCMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fukpga%2F1971%2F38%2Fcontents&usg=AOvVaw36vLZx9HYwiZmhTpOPWe_T&opi=89978449
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Policy 
Statement 

Merseyside Police is firmly committed to the effective, safe, and dignified management of 
detainees who are suspected to be concealing drugs or other contraband inside their body. 
Application of this policy will be conducted in line with Authorised Professional Practice: 
Detention and Custody and Merseyside Police will work alongside its partner agencies to 
identify and support vulnerable people through prevention pathways balancing this need in line 
with the need to maintain public confidence in the criminal justice system when the 
requirement remains to bring offenders to justice. 

 
 

Aims 

• Manage detainees to whom this policy applies, in a safe and dignified way. 
• Effectively and robustly utilise available powers to tackle serious and organised crime. 
• Work with partners to deliver a safe and effective custody service whilst identifying and 

responding to vulnerability at every stage. 
 

Objectives 

• Establish a process through which detainees can be managed within Custody who are 
concealing drugs and/or other contraband.  

• Ensure that appropriately trained staff manage the custody process in line with this policy. 
• Ensure steps are taken to ensure the continued safe detention of detainees suspected of 

concealing drugs or other contraband through appropriate risk assessments, 
observations, and care plans. 

• Identify clear roles and responsibilities for those officers who are directly involved 
including partner agencies and various Strands/Departments. 

• Implement a process for documenting the application of this policy and subsequent 
review to identify lessons learned and good practice. 

• Implement policy in a manner that reflects positively on the police service and provides 
reassurance to communities, partners, and internal and external stakeholders. 

• To support the successful prosecution of offenders and detection of criminal exploitation. 
 
 

Application and Scope 

All police officers and police staff, including the extended police family and those working 
voluntarily or under contract to Merseyside Police must be aware of, and are required to comply 
with, all relevant policy and associated procedures.   
 
This policy particularly applies to all personnel involved in the care and custody of all detainees 
and will be communicated to all strands across Merseyside Police. 
 

https://www.app.college.police.uk/detention-and-custody-index/
https://www.app.college.police.uk/detention-and-custody-index/
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This is a non-statutory policy that sets out the principles to help guide decision making.  It 
provides guidance that, on occasions, officers and staff may depart from based on the 
particular circumstances they encounter.  On such occasions, officers and staff will be 
supported provided they can demonstrate a clear rationale which can be objectively justified 
for why they have departed from the policy. 

 
 

Outcome Evaluation 

Outcomes will reflect the specific objectives contained within this policy and will be reviewed 
bi-annually by the Head of Criminal Justice when reviewing the Department performance. 
 
An Equality Impact Assessment has been completed in relation to this policy.  

  


